Journal in Entirety by unknown
3VOL XXII        No. 3   July 1968
Th
e A
sbu
ry Sem
in
arian
 Jo
u
rn
al • 1968
7^ /4^^un^ SemiHonlOM^
EDITORIAL BOARD
EDITOR
Harold B. Kuhn
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
George A. Turner
(on sabbatical leave, 1967-68)
BOOK EDITOR
James D. Robertson
Kenneth Cain Kinghorn Onva K. Boshears
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Frank Spina
MANAGING EDITOR CIRCULATION MANAGER
Beth Gardner Dennis F- Kinlaw
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Ralph Earle, Professor of New Testament, Nazarene Theological
Seminary
Clyde E. Van Valin, President, Asbury Theological Seminary Alumni
Association
E. L. Kierstead, General Manager, The Wesley Press
Lloyd B. Knox, Publisher, The Light and Life Press
Kenneth P. Wesche, Dean-Registrar, Western Evangelical Seminary
Tke ASBURY
SEMINARIAN
Volume XXII July, 1968 Number 3
Subscription Price $3-00 per annum
Single Copies $1.00
Tke Wesleyan Message In Tke Life
And Tkougkt Of Today
Published quarterly by Asbury Theological Seminary
at Wilmore, Kentucky. Entered as second class
matter at the Post Oflfice in Wilmore, Kentucky,
under the Act of August 24, 1912.
Copyright 1968, by Asbury Theological Seminary
Tke ASBURY SEMINARIAN
TABLE OF CONTENTS
EDITORIAL
Theology and Social Action Dennis F. Kinlaw 3
ARTICLES
War and Peace: Some Recent Perspectives Harold B. Kuhn 5
The Population Problem Harry H. Hitch 11
BOOK REVIEWS 15
BOOK NOTICES 31
EDITORIAL
Theology and Social Action
Dennis F. Kinlaw*
The rate of change in the present world is frightening. It is not that
one would question the fact that much human good emerges from this
flux. It is simply that crises of staggering impact that should be instructive
and chastening for us all take place and, long before the full import and
chastening that a good Providence intended have been assimilated, the
events are lost in the shadows of the past. One wonders if this is not the
case with the death of Dr. Martin Luther King.
If the death of Dr. King was tragic and shocking, his funeral should
have been instructive. How could the world have been made more dramat
ically conscious of the fact of the religious and theological roots of the
vision of Dr. King and of the mission to which he had committed himself?
Who is there who was not deeply affected by the frequent intrusion of
Jesus Christ and bibUcal text, concept, and simile into the ceremonies?
This writer will not soon forget the sight of the mule drawn wagon for the
almost revivalistic atmosphere in which Protestant, Catholic, and Jew, the
high and the low, the non-violent contender for civil rights and the more
militant advocate for "black power" were all invited to join in the singing
of all the verses of "Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling," described by a
nationally famous news commentator as Dr. King's favorite hymn, "a
hymn of great and moving beauty." It was obvious that the ideals of
justice, righteousness, and human dignity which moved this man were
rooted deeply in a Protestant biblical heritage.
American evangelicalism has not tended to look upon Dr. King as a
* Professor of Old Testament Language and Literature, Asbury Theological
Seminary.
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part of itself, due in measure to the fact that Dr. King identified himself
more closely with more liberal movements. Perhaps he diisoJiecause too
much of evangelicalism has never taken seriouslv enmigh the social impli-
caliojis of the very Gospel to which itJs committed. Too oftaci eviv^ili.
calism has been unaware, at the radical character of tha implications for
justice, ri^teousness. and human Higpity that the biblical account of thfi
Creator-Savior 'lemands^ IM Church aL large suffers today from this
short-sightedness^ We have tended not to. knnw how hig ^^i^ Gospel is
that ^e hold..
Now the funeral of Dr. King raises some other questions. Can true
brotherhood ever be achieved apart from a truly biblical understanding of
the character of man and his relationship with his Maker? Can a just
society be established that does not commit itself to understand the
biblical view of law and the role of societal institutions represented in the
state? Will true brotherhood be achieved without the regenerating power
of Christ? Does the church fulfill its role when it becomes little more
than a power block devoted to "the dynamics of planned social change"?
Can the Gospel ever be identified with "a social crusade" or "a program
for social reform"?
David Kucharsky, writing in a recent issue of Christianity Today
(Vol. Xll, p. 855), commented upon the recent Uniting Conference of the
Methodist Church. He suggested that the saddest aspect of the Conference
from the standpoint of the debate on the role of the Church in the current
social revolution was that "radical activists were confronted merely in
pragmatic dimensions," with virtually no challenge to "liberal presuppo
sitions at the idea level, much less on bibHcal ground."
Is it now going to be necessary for the nation to go through a
reverse segregation, internal anarchy, and another Dark Age in order for
us to learn that we can no more safely neglect the full biblical message
that is at the root of Dr. King's "dream" than we could afford to deny the
social implications of the word that comes to us from the God who spoke
through Old Testament prophets and offers redemption through His
atoning Son? Our problem is still a theological one. If some have denied
the logical consequences of the Christian Gospel, must we stand by while
another generation destroys the possibilities of those good consequences
by demanding the fruit of the Gospel while ignoring or repudiating the
only soil in which these fruits can grow?
war and Peace:
Some Recent Perspectives
Harold B. Kuhn*
Few issues have been as divisive within our RepubHc in our time as
that of "war and peace." Discussion has centered, not upon abstract ques
tions, but upon "this particular war" in which the United States is engaged
in southeast Asia. The ambiguities of our national commitment are many,
and no one can claim to be able to see all of them, to say nothing of
resolving them. At this writing no one can foresee the extent of casualties
in that struggle .
The Christian cannot view with complacency the divisions within
the life of the nation he loves. He cannot do less than attempt to under
stand the causes of these divisions. He ought prayerfully to hope that he
can translate such comprehension as he may have into responsible action-
into being redemptive in his role as a citizen.
Four years ago this writer ventured to write an article under title,
"Today's Perspectives on War and Peace." Many changes have occurred
since that time, both in the world scene and in the pubUc climate. One of
these has been the polarization of thought upon the issues involved: On the
one hand there has been a hardening of the pacifist position and a tacit
broadening of the definitions relating to it; on the other has been
the
subtle shift of issues. This latter means that less is said concerning war
itself, and more concerning the responsible use of power. It is to these two
poles of the question that present attention is drawn.
I
While pacifism has not been the exclusive property of religious groups
* Professor of the Philosophy of ReUgion, Asbury Theological Seminary,
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such as the historic Peace Churches, until a few years ago most pa
cifists derived their impetus from personal religious principles. More re
cently, however, non-reUgious pacifism, especially selective pacifism, has
been adopted widely as a personal creed. Pacifists whose objection is not
primarily to war itself, but to this particular war, appeal with increasing
urgency for full recognition of their status. Many religious leaders feel
impelled to champion their cause.
The theory behind selective pacifism is not new; actually it is a
modern refinement of the "just war" theory. Earlier of course the defi
nition of a just war was formulated by the Church, which was frequently
in a position to implement its decisions through liaison with the civil
power. Certain guide lines for decision concerning the just or unjust
character of a war were laid down. These are well-known, and include the
existence of gross formal moral guilt on one side, undoubted proof of
this guilt, gross injustice on the part of one (and only one) of the conten
ding parties, proportionality of punishment to guUt, imposition of limits
of justice and love in the prosecution of war, and lawful declaration of
war by the authority charged with the task of carrying out the mandates
of justice.
Today's selective pacifist may or may not be in a position to evaluate
the war against which he protests in harmony with any structured set of
principles. Some have doubtless sought to do this, and feel that they have
reached the reasoned conclusion that the current war in southeast Asia is
an unjust one. Others have, or so it seems, settled the question upon
grounds quite other than the classical ones. Some appear to decide the
issue upon humanitarian and/or esthetic grounds. Certainly one cannot
discount the appeal to the humane; that modern warfare has become
increasingly destructive of property, Ufe and human values, affords a
persuasive argument against any war which is not conducted on the
clearest and most unambiguous grounds. The grim prospect of total war
increases the force of this argument. It is far from certain that there would
be any victors in a general nuclear war, or even that Western civilization
would survive it.
The political and selective pacifist, recoiling with horror at the
thought of such a war, may well feel that in resisting such an operation as
that in Vietnam he is working to prevent the ultimate holocaust. Those
who cannot agree with him will nevertheless feel that the prospects of
total war make it essential to prevent its incidence in some way. The non-
pacifist will of course retort that the halting of the spread of Maoism in
southeast Asia may prove to be the way of preventing a nuclear catastrophe
later.
The pacifist, whether motivated by religion or by secular concerns,
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will also point to the pragmatic contention that each war sows the seeds of
future wars, and that some effective alternative must be found to the use
ofwar as an instrument of international poUcy. Every serious consideration
of the question must take account of the failure of wars to resolve (at
least in any ideal sense) the problems which tend to pit nations against one
another. Seldom do the conditions surrounding a military victory conduce
to a just settlement. The relative strength of the victor tempts him to
impose further injustice upon the vanquished. This problem is exacer
bated when unevenly matched powers join forces as temporary (and un
natural) allies against a common enemy. The emergence of the U.S.S.R.
as the champion of a new and brutal form of imperialism following World
War II is a case in point.
Whatever the ambiguities in the pacifist position, the political and
selective pacifist will be heard in our time. He feels that he has the
Niirnberg Trials on his side. He envisions a day, twenty years hence, when
his children will ask him what he did to stop the atrocities in Vietnam-
just as children in Germany ask their parents what they did to halt the
slaughter at Dachau, Auschwitz and Belsen. Whether the issues and sit
uations involved are parallel or not is not the reasoned question when the
emotional issues of Vietnam are involved.
The non-religious pacifist does also gain credibility in the face of
the movement toward secularity. The "secular theologian" can scarcely do
otherwise than defend the secular pacifist. It does of course place a heavy
load of decision upon the youthful individual, involved as he is in matters
of self-interest, to make a vaUd decision in matters whose intricacy baffles
those of three times his age and twice his experience. The committed
Christian would add also that the younger protester faces a compounded
problem when, as is so often the case, he has grown up relatively untouched
by the Evangel. It is asking a great deal to expect the secularized person,
in a secular society, to render a decision embodying sacred dimensions.
II
Those who are unable to assume the stance of the pacifist are also
forced by the demands of our times to assess the existence of vast military
might within the developed nations. No merely quantitative survey of
weaponry or of manpower potential will satisfy the conscientious thinker,
and more especially the Christian thinker as he faces his world. Military
power exists as a brute empirical datum, and there is no realistic hope that
it will pass out of existence. Moreover, there is an equilibrium between
major powers (perhaps an equilibrium of terror!) which if disturbed
seriously will issue in probable conflict.
Today, as perhaps at few times in our century, sensitive persons are
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drawn to consider to what use such power can be placed, or more especially,
what constitutes a responsible use of power. History seems to suggest
that at certain points, the non-use of force resulted in immediate injustice,
and led finally to more massive employment of force. The situation of
Czechoslovakia in 1938 is a case in point, for subsequent events indicate
that the non-use of power (miHtary if necessary) led not only to immediate
injustice, but to a situation in which more massive employment of force
became inevitable.
It is important to remember that while our Lord commanded that
we love our enemies, there are situations in which the demands of justice
seem as urgent as the command to charity. It is not, of course, always a
simple task to decide where the right and wrong of a conflict-situation be
tween nations lies. Aggression is usually rationaUzed by the one committing
it; and it seems to many in our age that communist powers have made a
fine science of the semantic juggling of terms which were formerly help
ful in determining the rightness of issues in international disputes.
Many feel it to be a warranted assumption that nations entrusted
with major-power status have a moral obligation with respect to the main
tenance of the rights of smaller and weaker states. Great problems emerge
when the apparent line of duty with respect to such states coincides with
the national interests of the power assuming such obUgation. Such prob
lems become greater also in a world in which ideological struggles force a
polarization of thought, a duality between groups of nations. There exists
without doubt an overly simplified view of today's power struggle, by
which for example our nation tends to divide the "free" from the "com
munist" world. This has come as a response to a prior division ofnations by
the U.S.S.R.�and this is what the cold war has been about!
The presence of relatively weak, freedom-loving states on the border
of a large totalitarian state frequently creates difficult problems for non-
totaUtarian powers. Ambiguous situations can emerge, and commitments
may prove to be larger in practice than they appeared initially and in
theory. And yet most citizens of our RepubHc feel that we have some
responsibility to nations who request assistance against a powerful and
hostile neighbor. Events of the very recent past indicate the perils which
lurk in such a situation. It is an easy step from a "presence" in an area to
an involvement which seems to be demanding beyond the Hmits of the
practical and the tolerable.
Certainly the Christian will feel sympathefic with the attempts of a
government to assume responsibiUty for peace keeping. (Few in this time
are fooled by the semantic juggling of the communist nations at the point
of the definition of "peace loving" states.) But however noble the ideal of
serving as a guardian of peace around the world, the occasions for dis-
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turbances of the peace are so numerous and so complex that any nation,
however good its intention, may be tempted to move beyond the require
ments for securing either peace or justice. Then too, the temptation is
always with us to see the maintenance of peace as primarily a military
task, to the exclusion of other processes and procedures, such as the
economic and the cultural.
More important still is the peril of becoming so committed to the
principle of the use of national resources in miHtary power (for however
laudable purposes) that the creative use of material resources for other
purposes is abandoned or forgotten. Many current protests against our
national involvement in southeast Asia stem basically from the fact that
our miHtary commitment there makes it impossible for us to meet the
most pressing economic needs in our domestic Hfe. It is rather widely felt
that the ends of justice at home are being poorly served because of an
over-reliance upon one form of power.
There are larger questions involved in the use of power. The
Christian must never lose sight of the fact that the temptations to
irresponsible and badly conceived uses of power are always with us. Ori
ginal sin remains a constant in human experience, and the corrupting
potential of power dare not be overlooked. Some feel that responsibiHty
in the use of international force will be more easily maintained if uni
lateral action is replaced by some form of collective means for security.
Many feel that the United Nations should become more and more largely
the agency for the resistance to aggression and for the reconciliation of
conflicts of interest between or among states. Supporting evidence is
frequently found in the fact that the Korean conflict was a multinational
affair, while the conflict in Vietnam is unilateral. This argument has its
flaws, for the Korean War could not have been undertaken had not certain
powers been sulking outside the U.N. at the time; and there are at least
token forces from other nations engaged in Vietnam.
Finally, the responsible use of power is compHcated by the tendency
of great powers to preserve the balance of power which exists at the
moment. This may frequently lead to conflict which centers mainly upon
retaining .the status quo, and may involve the great power(s) in what
appears to be the support of unjust forces. In such matters, the mainte
nance of justice rather than the preservation of "balances of power" is
the mark of responsibility.
CONCLUSION
The fluidity of today's thinking with respect to the issues related to
war and peace suggests that the Christian conscience is being burdened in
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new and forcible ways. The problem is aggravated by the fact that the warin Vietnam is unconventional in the sense of being an undeclared war. If
interventions to preserve the freedom of smaller nations should be under-
aicen by our Republic in the future, the condition will probably remainwitn us tor It tends to produce gray areas in the field of social and
political morality.
One can scarcely hope that the issues at stake will lose their problematic quality in the near future. Quite probably conditions wiU tend towardthe increase of pubhc anxieties in these matters. If there be any categoryby which a resolution of at least some public tensions can be effected, it
may be that of Christian responsibiHty. Whatever measures in publicpolicy may be undertaken to build a better order, it is doubtful whether
any wUl be outstandingly successful until we produce more responsible
men. And this will not be achieved, we are persuaded, apart from the
resources of Grace, which provides men and women with new sources of
motivation, new sensitivities to the deeper ranges of human need, and new
wiUmgness to submit every temporal issue to the scrutiny of the eternal
The Population Problem
Harry H. Hitch*
Population in the form of overpopulation poses as a cynosure, an
object of many eyes. Especially has this been true since the residential
figure reached one billion persons on the world stage in 1830. Progres
sively this concern has been intensified by the population statistics of two
billion persons and three billion persons in 1930 and 1960 respectively.
The claimants of the dire consequences of population excess hold that
food supply, air and water purity and sheer survival itself will be at stake.
The vital question is, does overpopulation serve an awesome notice
to the general welfare of world societies? In trying to answer this ques
tion the writer wishes to explore problematical areas.
LEADING THEORIES
Amidst a plethora of theories three essays stand out as analyses of
the problem. These essays by Thomas Malthus, JuUan Huxley and Fred
erick Osborn explore a critical world condition.
Robert Thomas Malthus, an early nineteenth century economist, is
considered to be the father of population study as a field of scholarship.
In 1 798 he wrote the first edition of "An Essay on the Principle of Popu
lation." In essence, his theory was that human populations tend to in
crease geometrically while the food supply increases arithmetically. Ex
pressed another way, the population increases at a much more rapid rate
than the food supply necessary to sustain it.
The major criticism of the Malthusian theory is "that an increase in
Professor of Sociology at Asbury College, Wilmore, Kentucky.
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numbers indicates that the means of support is Hkewise increasing,"
according to Kingsley Davis. Second, the Industrial Revolution gave the
impetus to greater food supply and ultimately to affluence. Finally, Mal
thus did not predict the effectiveness of birth control as the greatest check
to the growth of human numbers.
Julian Huxley, in 1955, wrote an essay on "World Population."
Malthus gave his famous theory to the world when one billion persons
were seemingly crowding the planet. Huxley gave his when an apparently
awesome two and one half billion persons appeared on earth. Huxley
said, as others had said before, that population growth had come from a
very slow beginning to an explosive process.
His thinking was that underdeveloped countries were, and are still,
experiencing rapid expansion. He stated three facts to support what he
thought to be an alarming thesis. First, the total world population has
increased relentlessly, with a few minor setbacks since before the dawn of
history. Second, the population of two and one-half billion persons is
alarming. Third, an annual increase of thirty-four milUon people per year
is a frightening figure.
Since, according to the World Health Organization, two thirds of
the world's people are undernourished, Huxley recommended rational
planning, a definite population policy. In this poHcy he advocated that
science, which has been geared to increasing food supply, be geared to
the reduction of the rate of people production. He urged that basic re
search and practical appUcation be effected, and that research be con
ducted on methods of birth control and also on attitudes toward family
limitation as well as on population trends in different parts of the world.
Frederick Osborn, in "Population: An International Dilemma,"
wrote demographically for the world of 1960. Osborn 's paper, like
Malthus' and Huxley's, coincided with a population promontory. Malthus
wrote when the world population was approximately one biUion, Huxley
when the figure was two and one-half biUion, and Osborn when the num
ber of world residents was just below three biUion persons. Thus statistical
conditions prompted great public concern on the part of two Britishers
and one American covering a period of one hundred thirty years. During
this time, the populafions of Britain and America grew five-fold and
thirty-five fold respectively.
Like Malthus, and especially like Huxley, Osborn saw the need for
rational planning and regulation of births. In detail he outlined historical
conditions of developed and underdeveloped countries and steps neces
sary to cope with the problem of populafion excess. His analysis was that
national numbers are affected by industrializafion, urbanizafion, education
and contraception. He held that the most effective means of control of
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numbers is (1) at the family level where the producing couples must take
into account the extreme social sensitiveness of the highly personal matter
of family control, and (2) at the national level where the spirit of national
ism makes all countries unwilling to accept advice from foreigners.
THE DEMOGRAPHIC EQUATION
The demographic equation or population balance is based on four
interacting conditions: amount of available land, state of the arts of pro
duction, level of hving and numbers of people. Each of the factors is de
pendent upon another and upon the whole of conditions. For instance, if
the population is large the standard of living may be low, and vice versa.
Technology, however, can heighten the level of living for a large population.
These factors listed in the preceding paragraph give us the structure
of the problem of overpopulation mentioned in the opening paragraph in
the paper. Closely related to the structure is the function or consequence
of the structure in action. The reduction in infant mortality and increase of
longevity have done much to raise the population level as a result of in
dustrial and medical technology. Immigration, especially in the case of the
United States, has accounted for forty-two million additional persons but
has not been a major factor in world growth. As a result of lowered
mortality and lengthening of average life expectancy, a number of pos
sible danger signals have been flashing: numbers versus power, income,
food, natural resources and death rates.
METHODS OF COPING WITH THE PROBLEM
The white race wields the greatest power of any race, although it is a
minority race. The position of the white in a superior power position is
not racial but ideological. The developed countries of the world con
stitute thirty-five percent of the population and produce eighty percent of
the income. It is not a tenable theory to believe that a restructuring of the
power elite will come about. But international status differentials such as
that between the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. aid in producing envy, fear and
continuous uneasiness.
Increase in the supply of foodstuffs is essential in caring for the
growing number of impoverished people of underdeveloped nations. Some
times cultural or religious practices serve as a cultural inertia to prevent
the utilization of livestock or vegetation. India, where the cow is believed
to be sacred, is such an example. The pressure of population on food
sources in certain sections of Asia is crucial. Food for the entire world can
however, be produced by progressively technological means and by fewer
persons.
Industrialization helped to build the Western World and it is areued
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that it can perform such miracles for the non-Western World. A simple
division of labor cared for much of the pre-industrial world but a special
ization of services is effected when industry, trade and education work
together. It takes capital and time to accompUsh a transition from agri
cultural folkways to industrial technicways.
We have not run out of living space. Our problem is, to a degree, the
unequal distribution of the population, so migration from greatest centers
of concentration is advocated. Migration would give temporary relief to
some areas from which emigration takes place, but a selective immigration
for most sparsely settled areas is called for in that technical and professional
persons are needed to develop these areas. Most migrations are voluntary
and economic in nature. Enticing advantages must be offered as incentives
by sparsely populated areas if migration is to be employed as a functional
technique.
These methods, which are socially sanctioned and more in keeping
with the humanitarian ethos, may be thought of as external devices. Past
methods are looked upon as deplorable, especially the restrictive poHcies
of the ancient Romans and Greeks, who used infanticide as a control
measure. Abortion was, and is still, a debatable method of keeping down
the population.
CONCLUSIONS
While there is not a consensus on the danger of overpopulation, the
problem has always been one of potential danger. Specifically there are
three danger zones: one extends from eastern Europe to the ever danger
ous Middle East; the other is the Far East. There is another danger spot
which extends from Hawaii to India and the Soviet East.
Although not in an international chain of nations, two countries
loom as the centers of possible danger. The United States and Russia are
heading toward a doubling of their numbers, a phenomenon which will
call for increasing demands on world resources. These nations as well as
industrialized European nations constitute the bulk of the haves. A grave
economic and political struggle may ensue between the haves and the
have-nots.
Specifically and generally the potential situation is grim. Unless a
strong world organization (the United Nations has not been successful at
this point) produces a balance between numbers and power, the world
has cause for grave concern.
BOOK REVIEWS
New Speech Textbook for Preaching
Lionel Crocker*
Speech for Persuasive Preaching, by Ralph L. Lewis. Wilmore, Ky.: Speech
Department, Asbury Theological Seminary, 1968. 276 pages. $5.25.
One is impressed with the background of the writer-his vast reading
in the field, his knowledge of the Yale Lectures on Preaching, his mastery
of classical rhetoric, his intimate acquaintance with theologians.
This book by an author who has done graduate work in the field of
speech is v^itten especially for preachers. The combination of a knowledge
of the field of speech with the necessities of the pulpit makes the book
valuable. The writer brings an unusual competence to his task.
Usually books on speech are secular in their approach, but this one
is not. This text is written by a dedicated author who believes that
"Speech is a trust from God." The book opens with Part I on The Spirit;
Part II, The Speaker; Part III, The Audience; Part IV, The Sermon; Part V,'
The Setting. Valuable appendixes conclude the book.
The footnotes, several on every page, suggest further reading for the
student. The book stimulates the student to know more about the compli
cated process of communication between the pulpit and the pew.
The title suggests that persuasion is the key to the book. To this
Formerly Professor of Speech at Denison University, currently Visiting Pro
fessor of Speech at Indiana University, and a past president of the Speech
Association of America.
16 The Asbury Seminarian
end there are two valuable chapters on the emotions: "Audience Emo
tions and Appeals in Church" and "Arousing Emotions From the Pulpit."
But the author reaUzes that persuasion often is prompted by appeals to
reason and so he has sections on reasoning and the tests of evidence.
The book is the outgrowth of years of meeting the needs of
preachers. Such sections as those on etiquette, the minister's diction, and
grammar indicate that the author teaches the student on the level of
usefulness.
Here is a fresh, provocative treatment of the established principles
of speech for the man in the pulpit.
The Empty Pulpit, by Clyde Reid. New York: Harper and Row, 1967.
112 pages. $3.50.
The thesis of this disturbing book is that most sermons don't com
municate. This means that change is essential; but, says Clyde Reid,
preachers change slowly. The author attempts to answer the question.
Why don't sermons communicate today? He offers some penetrating
answers, including these: (1) The preacher speaks a foreign language.
(2) With so many sermons to prepare he cannot be creative on every
occasion. (3) People can't talk back even though they have questions to
ask and contributions to make. (4) There is a lack of reality in preaching.
(5) Sermons don't change people very much. (6) What we hear from the
pulpit is often dull and uninteresting. (7) Preaching is not courageous
because the preacher himself is not wiUing to take risks he asks of others.
(8) Men of the pulpit often speak in gUttering generahties rather than in
specifics.
After reading the first part of the book, one wonders if its author
has any appreciation for preaching. But Dr. Reid soon comes to the defense
of preaching. He does insist on changing, limiting, and restricting it. He
argues that the new day in which we live demands radical change. This "new
day" is made clear by such factors as the following: (1) The new authority
structure necessitates a new communication structure. (2) The minister
is no longer the most significant man in his community. The engineer,
atomic scientist, and psychiatrist enjoy higher status levels. (3) A host of
professionals carry out functions formerly assumed by the minister. Thus
the pastor must recognize that with the possible exception of divinity
others may be better informed on subjects formerly regarded as part of
his province. (4) Church gatherings constitute only one of many meetings
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in the community. (5) Authority has shitted from the single man to the
team. No longer will industry or the church tolerate one head, hence the
contemporary phrase "participative authority structure." The church
member is increasingly restless with his role as a silent listener. Really this
is good, says Dr. Reid, because at last the minister has a chance for help!
It may be possible to develop a group of supporting people. (6) Television
is the chief factor in determining the new communication structure. We
perceive with the whole sensory mechanism, not just part of it. "A new
mode of human consciousness is ahve," a new type of mind.
People are wearied of mere words. We must use more ways to com
municate and vary those we do use. Actually, says Clyde Reid, doing is
better than talking. Becoming involved is the best way to communicate.
Until about 1950 communication was thought of essentially as a
one-way process. Now it is increasingly thought of as dialogue. In this
regard, Dr. Reid summarizes the researches of Kurt Lewin (p. 65) and
Martin Buber (pp. 66, 76).
His treatment of levels of communication is fascinating. There are
the levels of transmission, contact, feedback, comprehension, acceptance,
internalization, and action. It is one thing to produce a sermon master
piece on paper, but that does not prove it communicates. There must be
some evidence that the sermon is heard and acted out. Reid discusses what
he calls communication integrity. This he defines as deeds matching words.
He finds the ministry guilty of dishonesty at this point.
People may react to preaching by sitting on the back row or re
fusing to attend church at all. Indifference and low giving may also be
expressions of hostility.
Chapter 5 deals with the assumption that mass communication rein
forces already existing attitudes. It may, Reid admits, modify attitudes on
matters not yet settled. However, if the aim of a sermon is to change an
attitude or to influence in a direction not desired by the people, its effect
will probably be slight. All this is evidence of the "monological Ulusion."
We kid ourselves into believing that one-way talk communicates. Such
belief is peculiar to the oratorical concept of the western world, but
opposed to the dialogical method of the Early Church (one reason the
Early Church was powerful). Small prayer groups work because two-way
conversation is possible, and monological talk not very possible. People
lose interest when they cannot talk back. In the preaching situation we are
presenting more content than our people can absorb (compare the re
search findings of Reuel Howe). This is why Trueblood says, "People are
sermon-hardened; they've heard too much." People will listen, Reid admits,
when the preacher speaks from the depths of his own religious experience.
Donald E. Demaray
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The New Testament from 26 Translations, Curtis Vaugiian, Th.D., General
Editor. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1967. 1237 pages. $12.50.
The aim of this work is to combine in one volume the King Jam.es
text together with significant variations from 25 later translations, among
them ASV, RSV, NEB, Goodspeed, Moffatt, J.B. Phillips, Weymouth,
Ronald Knox and Alford. This multi-version offers a concise commentary
on the New Testament through a presentation of the various translations.
It is pointed out that the translators sometimes differ sharply in their
renderings of the same passage. This frequently signifies a difference of
opinion in their understanding of the meaning of the original text. Again,
the difference may be accounted for by the fact that the translators were
not rendering the same original text. For instance, Ronald Knox's ver
sion is based on the Latin Vulgate, and George N. Lamsa translates the
Aramaic text. The other versions are based on the Greek text, the Greek
manuscripts themselves showing, at times, significant variations.
In providing a ready means of checking subtle variations in meaning,
the volume should prove a boon to ministers, Sunday school teachers, and
other students of the New Testament.
James D. Robertson
The Son ofMan in Myth and History, by Frederick Houk Borsch. Phila
delphia: Westminster, 1967. 431 pages. $8.50.
The problem of the "son of man" continues to call forth a steady
stream of significant Hterature. In recent years a number of substantial
monographs have appeared so that by now the issues are clear and the
alternative solutions well presented.
This present volume by the assistant professor of New Testament
Literature and Language at Seabury-Western Theological Seminary is one
of the more ambitious undertakings in that it seeks to relate to the whole
body of hterature that still survives from the near-eastern milieu of the
biblical period.
Dr. Borsch believes that attempts to explain Jesus' use of the title
on the basis of the Old Testament do not consider all the evidence. "It is
still preferable, however, to speak in terms of sources rather than a source
for we have seen that, despite the many common features and very prob
able cross-influence, there are many variations in the conception" (p. 132).
He demonstrates that throughout the near-eastern world there was an
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abundance of references, images and concepts that spoke of a primal man
who was to be pivotal in human history. Often identified with baptizing
sectarian movements, the concept was well accepted by people, though
frequently with cultic interpretations. But it was the broad, almost uni
versal acceptance of the idea that made it so serviceable to Jesus. More
than two hundred pages of the book are involved in a detailed consider
ation of the material in what is certainly one of the most complete treat
ments of the relevant material. The author sums up his hypothesis in the
following words:
We hold that there are now many good reasons for be-
Ueving that there were extant during the first century A.D.
and probably for some time earlier a number of Jewish-
oriented sects which practised forms of baptism as an
ordination-coronation rite and which were likely open to
at least a measure of foreign (or simply indigenous but non-
Jewish) influences .... It is also our contention that for a
number of these groups, and often in connection with their
baptismal rites, speculation about or belief in the Man
(in one or more of his guises) had a significant role to play.
After this rather compendius part of the study, the author turns to
the bibUcal data. Here he plows ground that has been rather thoroughly
worked by others before him. Here the presentation is frequently sug
gestive, though one has the feeling he has heard it before. (Perhaps this is
inevitable!)
This reviewer has one major criticism of the book. Does Dr. Borsch
really come to grips with the problems which he himself recognizes are
raised by his presentation? To speak of "simple" solutions (p. 228) is�to
use his own word�clever. We cite, for example, his explanation as to why
"Son ofMan" was dropped so quickly by the Early Church:
Our answer Ues in the awareness that the baptizing
sectarian movement existed on the fringes of the main
stream of Judaism, and, apparently, the northern and east-
em fringes at that. The church took many of its first real
roots in Jerusalem, while the New Testament itself is almost
exclusively a record of the western thought of the Chris
tian communities. Separated both geographically and in
terms of thought patterns from the Jordanian and upper
Palestinian milieu of this movement, the church not only
lost the terms for reference which made the Son of Man a
particularly meaningful designation, but it was forced to
find more convenient and useful categories in which to
20 The Asbury Seminarian
express its faith and Christology (p. 232 f.)-
On the other hand, we cannot but speak commendably of this enter
prise as a whole. The author writes well. The book is well ordered and free
from a contentious spirit. It wiU be useful as a basic source for the non-
biblical material and the thought-world of the period in question.
The publishers are to be commended for their part in producing an
attractive volume, especially at this price in a day of spiralling costs.
Robert W. Lyon
Early Low-German Bibles, by Kenneth A. Strand. Grand Rapids: Eerd-
mans, 1967. 48 pages. $4.00.
As the subtitle indicates, this folio volume contains "The Story
of Four Pre-Lutheran Editions" of the Bible. The author. Associate Pro
fessor of Church History at Andrews University in Michigan, presents
here a companion volume to his earlier German Bibles Before Luther, a
work which surveyed fourteen German Bibles appearing in High German
prior to the pubUcation ofMartin Luther's "September Testament" of 1522.
Part 1 of the present work is historical (and in good part technical),
and traces the "family tree" of Low-German Bibles, centering in the four:
1 . Cologne-LS, 2. Cologne-W.L.G., 3. Liibeck, and 4. Halberstadt. Author
ities are quoted for dating and for establishing identity of publishers of
these, following which is a careful analysis of their textual sources, artistic
features and general format. The center of interest for most readers (apart
from the experts) would be Chapter III of Part I, which traces the role
played by Low-German Bibles in pre-reformation times. The author de
velops the thesis that Low German was a language in its own right (and
this is being recognized increasingly in Germany today, as professorial
chairs in this language are being established in Hamburg and Liibeck) and
that these Bibles, while in no way conflicting with Catholic interests,
nevertheless played a significant role in the religious ferment which led to
the Reformation.
The second part of the volume contains facsimiles of fourteen pages
from the four Bibles being treated. These are of interest to all who wish to
understand the appeal of vernacular Bibles in pre-reformation Germany,
and are of special interest to the philologist who is concerned with com
parative studies in the German language. While priced at $4.00, this impor
tant volume contains much more of vital information than the number
of its pages would suggest.
Anne W. Kuhn
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They Gathered at the Cross, by John F. Beeson. Detroit: Harlo Printing
Company, 1967. 94 pages. $2.75.
The characters about the Cross include Peter, Judas, Pilate, the
Centurion, Simon of Cyrene, Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary of Magdala,
Barabbas, and the crowd. This brief book of sermons is different. The
style is direct, intimate, eminently oral. Unlike many "read' sermons,
one can almost "hear" them being preached. Nothing bookish about them.
The preacher uses imagination to bring his characters to life. He restores
the biblical world of the past. Here is no wooden setting, no wooden
characterization. Here the New Testament world is vitalized; its characters,
far from being motionless forms, are vibrant with the breath of Ufe. The
preacher penetrates objectively, always sympathetically, the individual self-
awareness of each of these who "gathered at the Cross" so that we see the
world through their eyes, partake of their feelings, and think their thoughts.
With clarity and insight the sermons say much about Peter and
Judas and the rest. But they are really focusing on Christ. Every road
leads to Him. In each discourse we are attracted by the magnetic force of
the upUfted Christ. The sermons reflect realistically the sordidness of our
secularistic society and our world of alienation from God; but they are
reaUy compassionate expositions of Christ "the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world," the grandest theme known to man. Their
author, pastor of Erwin Methodist Church, Syracuse, New York, is a grad
uate of Asbury Theological Seminary.
James D. Robertson
Restless Adventure. Essays on Contemporary Expressions of Existen
tialism, by Roger L. Shinn (Editor) et al New York: Scribner's, 1968.
225 pages. $4.95.
That ExistentiaUsm is rather a mood than a movement has been
recognized for a long time. Its contemporary vogue can be misleading, for
the major elements of today's "concern for existence" have been present
as a constant in human experience for centuries. This symposium, con
taining essays on the philosophical, theological, literary, artistic and psy
chological expressions of the existential mood, seeks to place this form of
thinking in context.
Predictably, most of the essays stress the significance of Kierkegaard
for the existential mode; at the same time they avoid treating him as an
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originator. He furnished for Existentialism its "definition" of faith, its
mood of anger, its seemingly churUsh mien, and its anti-rational skepticism.
These elements appear in most works of this genre. What is unique, it
seems to this reviewer, is the wide range of supporting and illustrative data
which are drawn in from the fields of art and literature, including the
literature of the newer psychology.
Of special interest to the student of the existential mood is Rollo
May's extended treatment of the existential view of death (pp.194 ff.).
Here the creative function of death as a limiting factor for human life and
as a factor endowing the individual with uniqueness finds an unusually
clear expression. No less significant is the manner in which the artistic
rebels (especially the Dadaists) are related to the existential in philosophy
and theology. While recognizing the perils impUcit in the breakdown of
art-forms, Roger Ortmayer is not unaware of the extremes and the foibles
which produced the contemporary rebellion against three-dimensional
easel painting.
Taken as a whole, the volume expresses hope that the existential
break with the norms of the past may presage a new breakthrough of the
human spirit to the "night of universal blossoming" which Rilke predicted.
If so, perhaps there is yet hope that the dichotomy between essence and
existence may be resolved.
Harold B. Kuhn
Susanna, Mother of the Wesleys, by Rebecca Lamar Harmon. Nashville:
Abingdon, 1968. 175 pages. $4.50.
This inspiring biography of "The Mother of Methodism" is a fine
addition to the recorded researches on Susanna Wesley who so well exem-
pHfies the saying that the hand that rocks the cradle rocks the world. In
these pages a remarkable woman comes ahve. The reader empathizes with
her through her long years of struggle in an isolated, poverty-ridden rec
tory in eighteenth century England.
The author, Mrs. Nolan B. Harmon, has done extensive, pains
taking research, making personal visits to Wesley sites in England. She
writes with keen discernment and objectivity of the tensions in the Wesley
household. Susanna's courage and devotion to principle despite sharp
differences with others, and her ability to rise above these differences,
show her to be a woman of unusual strength. The marriage relationship
between Susanna and Samuel, the relationship of the Wesley daughters to
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their father, and other aspects of their lives are carefully delineated against
the backdrop of the culture of that day, rather than evaluated in the light
of today's culture.
Format and typography create an esthetically pleasing book which
IS a dehght to read, leaving the reader with the refreshing feeling that here
IS a truly great woman, unswerving in her loyalty to truth, undying in her
dedication to her family and her God. Women in today's affluent society
would do well, as they read this biography, to ponder the searching ques
tion of priorities in their own age when material values often are allowed
to corrode one's sensitivity to eternal values.
Susan Schultz
The Bible in Modem Scholarship, Papers read at the 100th Meeting of the
Society of Biblical Literature, December 28-30, 1964, by J. Philip Hyatt,
editor. Nashville: Abingdon, 1965. 400 pages. $7.50.
This is an outstanding collection of essays which demonstrates well
the contribution made by the Society of Biblical Literature to the faith
and life of the Christian Church since the Society was founded in 1880.
hi a day when pubhshing houses are producing numerous volumes of
"collected" essays, one might be tempted to include this collection as
just another "one among many." But this would be a serious mistake. It
is no ordinary collection. In the first place the 1964 meeting was set up
by a committee highly selective of both topics and writers. The volume
is not a hodge-podge of miscellaneous studies; on the contrary, it reveals
a unity not often achieved in such collections. The book has not only
breadth but depth.
Second, the work indicates just where progress has been made and
is "programmic" in that it suggests where the action is going to be in the
next generation of bibHcal scholarship. It surveys the past with its achieve
ments, describes the present situation with its concerns, and frequently
points out the basic issues which must be considered as fundamental for
future study. One notes, for example, the enthusiasm with which David
Noel Freedman describes the future opportunities of the archaeologist.
Throughout the table of contents one notes regularly that certain
topics are discussed by the men most prominently identified with those
areas�for example, James M. Robinson on "Kerygma and History in the
New Testament," and G.Quispel, R. McL. Wilson, and Hans Jonas on the
matter of "Gnosticism and the New Testament." It would be very dif
ficult indeed to find three more eminent men to write in the area of New
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Testament textual criticism than Kurt Aland, Bruce M. Metzger, and
Ernest C. Colwell, whose essays end the volume. Colwell's contribution is
most provocative and suggestive as to the considerations to which textual
critics of the future must direct their energies.
This work is truly representative of the Society in that it treats both
Old Testament and New Testament issues and includes the work of
Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant scholars. It is a remarkably worthy
volume by which to commemorate a milestone of a really vital Society.
The plan and execution of the book illustrates the competence and vigor
of the Society of Biblical Literature. Its production is up to the usual
standards which we have come to expect from Abingdon Press.
Robert W. Lyon
Man and Temple, by Raphael Patai. New York, Ktav Pubhshing House,
1967. Second enlarged edition, 247 pages. $5.95.
The relation of the development of ritual patterns to man's en
vironmental needs is a standing problem in the Judeo-Christian tradition,
particularly as prophetic trends tend to separate worship from the calcu
lating and the prudential. The thesis of this volume is that man's responses
toward the natural and the supernatural are motivated by the same pattern
of needs. The author assumes that a personaHstic attitude toward nature
generates both a definition of and an appeal to the supernatural, so that
even primitive man finds it necessary to develop specialized techniques
for exploring the inner nature of things and to produce "speciahsts" in
dealing with the unexplained margin of Hfe.
In the light of these assumptions, the author investigates compara
tively several usages within Judaism, beginning with the water-libation.
This is said to be a sophisticated rain-making ceremony, having parallels
in the religious practices of most of the nations of the Near and Middle
East. Again, the account of the Flood is traced to the myths of interaction
of male and female waters found in the Tigris-Euphrates valley. It is
assumed that God, understood as light, is held in the rabbinic account to
be in contest with darkness; and it is interesting that the author minimizes
the later significance of this motif-a view held by Christian scholars
conversant with ancient sources.
The role of the Temple in relation to world history occupies a
central place in the discussion. It is noted that the building of Solomon's
Book Reviews 25
temple was believed to stabilize world rainfall, produce fertility, ward off
natural catastrophes, and insure Israel's poHtical safety. It is interesting to
note the author's treatment of the symbohsm upon which this view is
based. These and related themes suggest that this work contains insights
into rabbmical thinking, and into post-exiUc and post-Christian Judaism,
which will intrigue the person looking for interconnections between the
two elements in our Judeo-Christian heritage.
Harold B. Kuhn
The Word ofReconciliation, by H. H. Farmer. Nashville: Abingdon, 1966.
105 pages. $2.75.
This is a delightful, thoughtful, and piovocative little book by the
British scholar who in 1949 succeeded C. H. Dodd as Norris-Hulse Pro
fessor of Divinity at Cambridge University. It comprises in four chapters
the Ayer Lectures delivered in 1961 at the Colgate-Rochester Divinity
School.
The opening section suggests that few books have been written on a
more fundamental topic: "The purpose of these lectures is to consider,
along certain broad lines, the saving work of Christ." The book speaks to
the experiential nature of the work Christ has wrought in men's lives.
Further clarifying his subject Professor Farmer writes, "Our question then
is, what does it mean to be a saved man, saved through Christ, to be the
'new man' in Christ�to be it livingly in oneself and in practice, and not
merely to have second-order knowledge about it or an allegedly sound
theology of it" (p. 2).
In the opening chapter, "The Vocation of Christ," the author dis
cusses and justifies his use of the word "vocation." With Ritschl he reacts
against those systems and expressions of the work of Christ which suggest
that Christ only "officiated" in the work of reconciliation. Rather He was
called to this ministry and entered into it with His whole Ufe. The re
mainder of the book considers Christ as "reconciler" under the three
traditional offices: Christ's Office as Prophet, Priest, and King.
There is much here that is helpful. Many of the traditional formulas
are expressed in new ways. At times passages are almost devotional in
tone. The author is primarUy concerned with the practical aspects of
reconciUation. It is reassuring to note his strong insistence on both the
uniqueness and the absoluteness of the person and work of Christ. Some
what less satisfying is the treatment of the sacrifice and atonement, as the
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author seeks to avoid implications of an objective sacrifice. All in all,
however, this is a fine example of the type of discussion that is needed
today in dealing concretely with the work of Christ. This reviewer hopes
that it is widely read.
Robert W. Lyon
American Theology in the Liberal Tradition, by Lloyd J. Averill. Phila
delphia: Westminster, 1967. 173 pages. $4.50.
While any wholesale return to the theological liberalism of the early
part of this century seems unlikely in the face of devastating critiques of
Barth, Niebuhr, et al. (and, as well, the "reconstruction" that has taken
place within the movement itself), it does seem likely that theology may
be on the verge of a rediscovery of liberalism. This may be seen in the
current theological preoccupation for that which is relevant to a distinc
tively new human situation, in a new assessment of man as inherently
reUgious, in renewed interest in human experience as a legitimate source of
our knowledge of God, and in the renewed emphasis upon love as the
norm of ethical behavior.
This volume is an objective historical re-examination of the liberal
movement. The time period considered is from 1879 (Neweman Smyth's
Old Faiths in New Light) to 1917 (Walter Rauschenbusch's^ Theology of
the Social Gospel). The author allows the most representative exponents
of traditional liberaHsm to speak for themselves.
The heart of the book presents a twelve-point profile of traditional
liberalism. These points provide an excellent outline of major liberal
emphases. They are: A world view shaped by evolution; emphasis on
God's imminence in the world; man viewed primarily in terms of divine
sonship and free moral agency; personahty as the key to reahty; the cen-
trality of Jesus Christ; the inseparability of religion and ethics; rational
intelligibility as the test of biblical and doctrinal truth; appHcation of the
tools of scientific, hterary, and historical study to the Bible; the partner
ship of theological and secular Hberalism in common causes; a progres-
sivistic and optimistic eschatology; bias against past theological formu
lations; and emphasis upon continued theological reformulation and
reinterpretation.
Dr. Averill delineates the varieties of Uberalism, pointing out, for
example, the methodological distinction between "evangelical Hberals"
and "modernists." The appendix contains brief biographical notes on
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nineteenth century American Uberals and their writings. This is helpful
study for the student interested in a survey of American theological
Uberalism.
Kenneth Cain Kinghorn
Peace, Power and Protest, by Donald Evans, editor. Toronto: Ryerson
Press, 1967. 314 pages. $1.25 (paperback).
This symposium, remarkably unified in structure and thought, is
valuable for readers in the United States as indicating how others see us.
Written by Canadians, it reflects the basic goodwiU and deep sympathy
with which our neighbors view us, and at the same time expresses a deep
desire that Canada shall maintain her independence, insofar as interlocking
economic concerns between the two countries permit this to be. The re
duction of world tensions, and the elimination of at least some of the
polarization between the communist world and our own is sincerely
sought. The volume is candid, embodying both self-criticism (of Canada)
and criticism of the United States. Its tone is that of a restrained optimism,
tempered by caution and reaUsm.
Harold B. Kuhn
Protestant Crosscurrents in Mission, edited by Norman A. Horner. Nash
ville: Abingdon, 1968. 224 pages. $4.50.
The demand for this pubUcation has arisen out of an apparently
widening gulf in recent years between the ecumenical and the conservative
evangelical philosophies of world mission. The purpose of the book is to
examine the basic presuppositions of both points of view and to foster
understanding between members of both camps.
In the form of a symposium, three major approaches to the problem
of world missions are considered: motivation, objectives, and strategy. In
each case the ecumenical viewpoint is first presented, foUowed by the con
servative stance.
In Part I, dealing with the missionary mandate, such questions as
these are discussed: Are Church and Mission identical? Is the lostness of
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man a sufficient motivation for mission? What is the attitude of the Christ
ian faith toward other religions? What is the relation of proclamation to
service? Part II deals primarily with the question: Are church planting
and church growth valid objectives of the missionary enterprise in this
modern period ofmissions? Related subjects are those of conversion, dia
logue, and secular society. Part III is given over to the place of institutions,
the relationship of the supporting church to the younger church, and the
importance of inter-church cooperation.
The chief contribution of this publication is that it brings together
in one volume both the ecumenical and conservative viewpoints, focused
on basic concepts and issues. There is no evasiveness or beclouding of the
issues. All six contributors state their convictions forthrightly and without
equivocation; with utmost candor they discuss both areas of agreement
and disagreement. The manner in which the writers engage in self-criticism
of their positions is most refreshing.
In a day when Christians are sincerely trying to break down barriers
and seeking possible areas of unity in mission, this symposium is a major
contribution to the Hterature of Christian mission. The book is indis
pensable reading for missionary, pastor, and interested layman.
John T. Seamands
My Friend, The Enemy, by WilHam E. Pannell. Waco, Texas: Word Books,
1968. 127 pages. $3.95.
The thoughtful and socially aware American Negro is generally
disdainful, if not openly hostile, to "conservative" Christianity. The
leaders of the black community tend to reject both hard-rock funda-
mentaHsm and more moderate evangeHcaHsm as true expressions of Christ
like faith and behavior. This rejection is not whoUy unjustified when it is
pointed out that segregation and many virulent forms of racism have been
especiaHy prominent in the Bible belt. Furthermore, where conservative
churches have had their, "show pieces" of black leaders they can often be
shown to be "Uncle Toms" who have found their role in the white church
as both comfortable and profitable. It is not surprising then that few
Negroes are won to Christ through white evangeHsm, and that it is nearly
impossible to find young Negroes willing to enter evangeHcal seminaries.
In the face of these harsh reaHties of our day comes a Httle book by
WilHam Pannell that is loaded with dynamite. Mr. PanneH is an articulate
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theologically trained preacher of the Gospel whose insights into the American
racial struggle should be shared with every evangelical Christian.
He writes not only about what he feels and what he has experienced,
but he has an uncommon abihty to cut through the rationalizations of
racial bigots whether they call themselves hberals or conservatives, and
to lay bare the hypocrisy of the masses of white Christians. It is relatively
unimportant that WiUiam Pannell is a Negro. The logic of his theological
and sociological analysis stands on its own merits.
For evangelicals who can't understand why Negroes are tired of
"brotherhood" sermons and who feel that Negroes are ungrateful for
"all we have done for them," this book could be a revelation. For here
a committed evangelical Christian, without anger but in painful frank
ness, holds up a mirror to white Christians wherein they see attitudes and
behavior in the Hght of bibHcal truth. Most of us won't like what we see.
Gilbert James
Service in Christ: Essays Presented to Karl Barth on his 80th Birthday,
by James I. McCord and T.H.L. Parker, editors. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1966. 223 pages. $6.95.
This magnificent volume is a worthy offering to one of the Church's
greatest servants and a fitting successor to the volume of Christological
essays which honored Dr. Barth on his seventieth birthday. The essays seek
to express answers to the question "What is a deacon?" in such a way as
to indicate the nature of the service the Church is called to render to the
world. In relating this tome to the former Festschrift the editors write
in their Foreword, ". . . as soon as diakonia was suggested it was clear that
this was the step in the right direction-from active faith in Christ to
faithful activity in Christ. We do not leave Christology to write about
diakonia, but we are trying to understand what it means that, because
Christ the Head is the servant, the Church which is His body is both His
servant and the servant ofmankind."
The Hst of contributors is impressive for its catholicity, its inter
national and denominational breadth, and its scholarly achievements-all
indicative, incidentally, of the scope of Dr. Barth's own contribution to
the Church of Jesus Christ.
The collection of essays is impressive also in its expression of broad
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concern. The various presentations discuss bibHcal, historical, doctrinal,
and ecumenical considerations. The design and execution of this Festschrift
demonstrates how meaningful such Festschriften can be, and how much
is left to be desired by those works which are a more or less miscellaneous
potpourri. There seems little doubt that this volume wiU stand out with
perhaps a half dozen others as important pubhshing events and wiU be a
regular reference work for some time. The format is splendid. It is to be re
gretted, however, than an index or indices did not conclude the volume.
Robert W. Lyon
The Character of Christ, by Harold A. Bosley. Nashville: Abingdon, 1967.
143 pages. $3.00.
Time for God, by LesHe D. Weatherhead. NashviUe: Abingdon, 1967.
144 pages. $3.00.
The Bosley sermons constitute a companion volume to the author's
The Mind of Christ. In an attempt to bring to us a richer understanding of
the character of Christ, the preacher sets Him forth as the embodiment of
such traits as meekness, honesty, purity, and mercy, abstractions which
become glowingly concrete not only when seen as expressions of the
divine nature but when they are placed in the context of Christian ex
perience. Insights gained from personal experience and from wide reading
are used to demonstrate the continued relevance and practicaHty of these
Christian virtues in our kind of world. Dr. Bosley 's style is clear, concise,
and pictorial�always intense yet always restrained.
It is the aim of LesHe Weatherhead's Httle book of brief meditations
to help us "make time for God." We are to apply our Christianity to all of
Hfe's experiences, remembering in particular that Christ can help us see
creative values in the commonplace and in the unpleasant circumstances
of Hfe. Stimulating, inspirational readings come under such inviting titles
as: Facing Life RealisticaHy, Learning From One's Enemies, Looking Past
the Labels, and Messengers of the Invisible. The whole is characterized by
a challenging freshness of content.
James D. Robertson
BOOK NOTICES
The Cotton Patch Version of Paul's Epistles, by Clarence Jordan. New
York: Association Press, 1968. 158 pages. $2.25 (paperback).
The founder of the Koinonia Farm in Americus, Georgia, a pioneering
interracial farming community, writes this modern-day translation of Paul's
message, taking it "out of the study and stained-glass sanctuary" and
placing it "under God's skies where people toil, laugh, cry and wonder."
Its plain hard-hitting language, straight from the cotton fields and city
streets, will often delight, sometimes disturb.
A Handbook of Contemporary Theology, by Bernard Ramm. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966. 138 pages. $1.95 (paperback).
Dr. Ramm has given us a paperback handbook of contemporary
theological terms. There are 122 articles ranging from two sentences to
two paragraphs or more. Definitions are derived from both primary and
secondary sources, of which there are 86, including works by Kierkegaard,
C. H. Dodd, Karl Barth, Oscar CuUmann, and evangelicals such as Paul K.
Jewett, Edward J. Carnell, and Carl F. H. Henry. The compiler chooses
his terms from six key theologians of the twentieth century: Kierkegaard,
Barth, Brunner, Reinhold Niebuhr, Tillich, and Bultmann.
The author is to be commended for his brevity, descriptive writing,
and the fine level of clarity which he attains. Pastors and teachers will
appreciate this handy reference tool.
A History of Preaching, Volume I, by Edwin C. Dargan. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1968. 564 pages. $3.95 (paperback reprint).
The Baker Book House is to be commended for bringing out Dargan 's
well known A History ofPreaching. Because this new printing is in paper
back, the cost is reduced considerably. It is hoped that Baker will bring
out Volume II and that someone will write a third volume bringing the
history of preaching up to date.
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The Church Between the Temple and theMosque, by J. H. Bavinck. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966. 206 pages. $2.65 (paperback).
This work is a scholarly analysis of the relationship between Chris
tianity and the other world reUgions. Writing from a depth of experience,
the author takes a sympathetic and understanding, though not syncre-
tistic, approach to the problems inherent in the relationship. He recognizes
that men of all religions share a common religious consciousness and are
equally the recipients of God's general revelation. He asserts that other
religions have hidden the truth of God by repression and substitution,
as Paul points out in the first chapter of Romans. But he also holds that
we too have often done the same thing. It is this confession that qualifies
us to enter into dialogue with the other religions. The book offers the
reader valuable insights into resemblances and differences between Chris
tianity and other faiths.
Praying Together, by Rosalind Rinker. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1968.
128 pages. $2.95.
A down-to-earth treatment of some of the problems involved in
getting people to pray together. Seeks to establish the prayer meeting as a
creative, communal experience in which each one is himself in the presence
ofGod and his fellows, not afraid to break through customary routines and
practices. A fresh approach to "praying together."
Being There for Others, by Ted McEachern. Nashville: Abingdon, 1967.
158 pages. $2.25 (paperback).
Ted McEachern, a staff member of the General Board of Education
of The United Methodist Church, writes, "This is a book about steward
ship, but the word is never used." Indeed, this is a book about stewardship,
but in a deeper sense than many of us ever think of the term. It deals not
with what Christians should give to the church, but with what they should
give to the world. This book is centered in the events of the world, such as
those one meets in the morning newspaper or watches on the television
newscast; and it challenges the modern Christian to see these events as
potentials for faith.
The central theme is that we as Christians must see faith as sharing
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with Jesus of Nazareth the revolutionary principle of living for others.
Certainly this understanding of faith is a severe narrowing of a biblical
word that is much richer in meaning. Nevertheless, McEachern's emphasis
is one to which we could all Usten profitably.
A Cup O' Kindness, by Hugh C. Stuntz. Nashville: Abingdon, 1968. 144
pages. $2.95.
These brief inspirational stories reflect the wisdom and quiet humor
of one who has spent a lifetime in Kingdom-building in South America
and in this country.Written especially for the disillusioned and discouraged.
Stir What You've Got! by Raymond E. Balcomb. Nashville: Abingdon,
1968. 160 pages. $3.50.
Twelve sermons treating the significance and scope of Christian
stewardship. Rich in human interest stories from the lives of those who
have discovered the joy of giving. If you "stir what you've got" in terms of
tune, talent, and possessions, the rewards will be deeply satisfying.
With Bands of Love, by David Allan Hubbard. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1968. 114 pages. $1.95 (paperback).
The president of Fuller Theological Seminary seeks to understand
the message of Hosea in its own setting, at the same tune relating it to the
fuller revelation of God in the New Testament, and showing its relevance
to contemporary life and thought.
The Glory of the Ministry (Paul's Exultation in Preachmg), by A. T.
Robertson. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1967. 243 pages. $2.95 (paperback).
One of a series of reprints of notable books on preaching, under the
editorship of Ralph G. TurnbuU. The present volume by a former pro
fessor of New Testament at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary comes
at a time when we need to consider again the place of preaching in the
work of the ministry.
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Devotional Thoughts from the Holy Land, by Ruth C. Ikerman. Nashville:
Abingdon, 1968. 110 pages. $2.75.
Under the pen of a gifted writer, famiUar shrines are reconstructed
to what they must have been like in Bible times. An unusual book of
meditations built around travel in the Holy Land.
The Sermon, Its Homiletical Construction, by R. C. H. Lenski'. Intro
duction by Ralph G. Turnbull. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1968. 314 pages.
$2.95 (paperback).
This is one of a series of ten volumes reissued under the subtitle
Notable Books on Preaching, all of which are representative of the wisdom
and experience of an older generation. The series includes other titles
such as C. S. Home's The Romance ofPreaching, J. Stalker's The Preacher
and His Models, and J. Watson's The Cure of Souls. The present volume
comes from a former seminary professor with a reputation for skill both
in New Testament exegesis and homiletical exposition.
A Defense of Biblical Infallibility, by Clark H. Pinnock. Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed Pubhshing Co., 1967. 32 pages. 75^ (paper
back).
The author, perceiving the central problem of the twentieth century
theology to be epistemological in nature, here faces forthrightly the ques
tion of biblical authority. He defends the inspiration and authority of the
Bible.
God and Evil, by William Fitch. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967. 183
pages. 75^ (paperback).
If God is both sovereign and good, why does He allow bacteria,
earthquakes, droughts, and famine? The sub-title of the book is "Studies
in the Mystery of Suffering." Here is welcome insight into a much-dis
cussed problem. A constructive treatment on how to experience constant
victory over evil.
35
7he Book of Jonah, A Study Manual, by Don W. Hillis. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1967. 71 pages. $1.50 (paperback).
The Epistle of James, A Study Manual, Dy Ralph Gwinn. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 1967. 68 pages. $1.50 (paperback).
These paperbound manuals are members of a series of guides in
Bible study for seminaries and colleges, and for pastors generally. The
message of Jonah is made richly relevant to the twentieth century; James's
letter is presented in an illuminating running commentary that touches
each passage and verse of the epistle.
About First Fruits Press
In the Journals section, back issues of The Asbury Journal will be digitized and so 
made available to a global audience. At the same time, we are excited to be working 
with several faculty members on developing professional, peer-reviewed, online 
journals that would be made freely available. 
Much of this endeavor is made possible by the recent gift of the Kabis III scanner, 
one of the best available. The scanner can produce more than 2,900 pages an hour 
and features a special book cradle that is specifically designed to protect rare and 
fragile materials. The materials it produces will be available in ebook format, easy 
to download and search.
First Fruits Press will enable the library to share scholarly 
resources throughout the world, provide faculty with a 
platform to share their own work and engage scholars 
without the difficulties often encountered by 
print publishing. All the material will be freely 
available for online users, while those who 
wish to purchase a print copy for their libraries 
will be able to do so. First Fruits Press is just 
one way the B. L. Fisher Library is fulfilling the 
global vision of Asbury Theological Seminary to 
spread scriptural holiness throughout the world.
Under the auspices of B. L. Fisher Library, First Fruits Press 
is an online publishing arm of Asbury Theological Seminary. 
The goal is to make academic material freely available to 
scholars worldwide, and to share rare and valuable resources 
that would not otherwise be available for research.  First Fruits 
publishes in five distinct areas: heritage materials, academic 
books, papers, books, and journals.
asbury.to/firstfruits
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